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Dear Neighbor, August 2026

On my first day as Special Assistant Attorney General in 2010, just after | was sworn in and given the badge
that I'd carry for nearly a decade, | received the document given to every staff member: the Rules of the Road.
These were the 11 rules we were bound by, with this first one the most important: Our mission is to do justice.
Always be cognizant of the shortcomings of the justice system and alert to the possibility of injustice.

These words guided my work under Rhode Island’s past three Attorneys General. And it is this call to do
justice that is the reason | am running in September’s Democratic primary to be our next Attorney
General.

Throughout this campaign, | hope we have the chance to meet. But if not, | want to share with you my
background and why | believe | am the best prepared to keep Rhode Islanders safe, fight for working families,
and defend our fundamental rights.

So much of my commitment to justice comes from my family. My mom’s father, John, joined the Navy after
high school and fought in World War Il. When he returned, he got a series of union jobs that allowed him to
marry my grandmother and support their four children. My dad’s father, Joseph, also joined the military by way
of West Point. After serving in World War Il, he went on to have a storied military career, retiring as a Colonel
with many honors. He and my grandmother had eight children.

Their commitment to service came down to the next generation. After my mom graduated from high school,
she left her small town in Pennsylvania and moved to Washington, DC, where she had a forty-year career in
the State Department. My dad followed in his father’s footsteps and also joined the military, doing two tours in
Vietnam. But when he came home, besides playing in a rock band, he reflected on the challenges of that war
and he went to Washington for an anti-war protest. And it was there that he met my mother.

| have wonderful memories of my childhood. My days were filled with team sports, band practice, dog walks,
and Girl Scouts, where my mom served as our troop leader. It was there that | found my love of community
service. So when it came time for college, | chose Providence College and the Feinstein Institute for Public
Service as it was the only college in the country with a major in community service.

One of the most important projects | worked on was substance use prevention in Providence. | was also
involved on campus and played on the PC women'’s rugby team that won the national championship in 2005.
With a team of 15, no one can be the star. It’s about working together, knowing people’s strengths and
weaknesses, and moving in unison to achieve your goal.

After graduation, | knew my goal —to stay in Rhode Island and go to law school. That led me to Roger Williams
Law School’s public interest law program, where | was Editor-in-Chief of the Law Review and the President of
the Alliance for LGBTQ+ Students. Over those years, | fell in love with Rhode Island and with my wife, Jenna.

My first job out of law school was as a law clerk to Justice Maureen McKenna Goldberg, who at that time was
the only woman on the Rhode Island Supreme Court and its longest-serving member. In September 2010, |
was sworn in by Attorney General Patrick Lynch to be a Special Assistant Attorney General. For just shy of a
decade | worked in both the criminal and civil divisions— working with young people in the juvenile unit, as a
Superior Court prosecutor seeking justice in major felony cases, and with the civil division on environmental
justice cases. But most of my time was spent in the Special Victims Unit, prosecuting more than 1,000 cases
involving domestic violence, sex trafficking, assault, or murder. This is one of the most significant units in the
office — and some of the most compelling work I've ever done. | was able to be there, arm-in-arm with victims
throughout the long, difficult, and trying legal process.



| decided to run for Attorney General because | know this office. | spent more years in this office than
any of the candidates and have prosecuted more criminal cases than all the other candidates
combined. | know what it takes to keep Rhode Islanders safe, fight for justice, stand up for our working
families, and protect our rights.

| also know the importance of the policy work that happens in the executive branch. In 2019, | was excited to
join Governor Gina Raimondo’s office as Deputy Legal Counsel, where | was tasked with overseeing her
sweeping criminal justice agenda, with a focus on workforce training for people leaving prison. Then, in 2020,
everyone’s world changed when COVID hit. | became part of a small team in the Raimondo administration
supporting some of the most at-risk Rhode Islanders with access to food, housing, and vaccines. When
Governor McKee took office during the pandemic, he asked me to stay on and assist with the transition as
Deputy Chief of Staff, overseeing critical work ranging from business regulation to housing.

In 2023, | was proud to be chosen as the inaugural Chair of the Cannabis Control Commission. During my time
there, | built a new agency from the ground up and oversaw the creation of Rhode Island’s first set of adult-use
cannabis regulations with a focus on safety, transparency, and equity. This work took the skills and values |
learned from my parents and in all those team sports, and that | honed in both the Attorney General’s Office
and the Governor’s Office: leadership, negotiation, patience, and above all, commitment to justice.

These are also the skills and values that Jenna and | have been teaching our three daughters. During those
years of hard work in public service, we had been building our family with a strong community around us.
Quinn is now 11, Camden is 8, and Parker is 2. Jenna coaches the kids in every sport she can, and Quinn is a
great athlete. | am the leader of Cammie’s Girl Scout Troop. It’s fun, and it’s a way to remember my mom.
Quinn and Camden attend public school, and Parker will follow in their footsteps.

What'’s hardest about being a parent right now is that our girls are growing up with fewer rights than we had, in
a world where things we take for granted like clean air, healthcare, and affordable energy are under attack. |
took on President Trump in the Raimondo administration, and I'll do it again as Attorney General.

I love serving Rhode Island, and Jenna and | love raising our children here. | feel lucky to have played a key
role in protecting Rhode Islanders’ safety as a prosecutor, our health as a COVID advisor, our innovation as a
regulatory leader, and our freedoms as an advisor to two governors standing up to President Trump.

Now, I’'m ready to take the next step - serving as your next Attorney General to continue to keep Rhode
Islanders safe, stand up for working families, and protect our fundamental rights. My experience and
skills make me qualified, my history with the office makes me ready, and | hope my passion and
commitment make me your choice in the Democratic primary for Attorney General by September 9th.

| hope we can meet on the campaign trail. In the meantime, if you want to talk about anything I've written here

or have any questions, please give my campaign a call at (401) 484-1019 or email me at
kim@ahernforag.com. | look forward to being in touch, and | respectfully ask for your vote by September 9th.

Sincerely,

Kim Ahern
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